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Refugees in Effective
. and Active Partnership





	Who is a ‘refugee’?


I am a refugee ‘by experience’  I feel that I am a refugee.  I came here for safety.
I survived and coped with bullying and discrimination in my home country. 

I had to leave because it was dangerous.  I left one place after another: moved college, moved house, moved town, finally I left the country.  A lot of people like me face many crises, danger, violence, fear; some can leave with their families, some have to leave alone.
I travelled through other countries where I could not stay.  I lost most or all the people I know and all my things, and I had to pay a lot of money to get people to help .   

I arrived in one country where I think I can stay, and have asked to stay or I might only be able to stay for a while.  I don’t know what will happen next. 
They said yes, I can stay.  I have refuge!, I have asylum, safety, a chance to recover and rebuild. But I need to learn the language, new systems, new people, I don’t know anyone and noone knows me.   They said ‘no’, I have to go.  Now what…?
I am a Refugee  -  under International Law 
The country where I am now has decided I have a ‘well-founded fear of persection’ if I go back to my original country. (This is because of the Refugee Convention 1951 and 1967 Protocol.)  I can travel, work, study, set up a business, and my family can join me. 
Immigration definitions in the UK
In the UK, the Government defines me as an ‘asylum-seeker’: I am a person who has asked to be allowed to stay in the UK because if I go back to my original country I will be in danger.  I am waiting for an answer.
In the UK, organisations that help me call me a ‘refugee’ for practical reasons because I asked for asylum and the Government has said I can stay, and will help me.   So even if I didn’t get International Refugee status, the Government gave me another kind of visa, permit or ‘leave to remain’ and I can get nearly the same help from the Government as a British person.   It means other organizations can help me more too – I can work, I can go to college again, I can get some money until I get a job and I can ask for help to get a home, though I will probably have to find my own place to stay.  
a.   Some of my friends are allowed to stay here permanently.  They can feel secure, and really start to rebuild, one day they can apply to become British. 

b.   Some of my friends were told they can stay here temporarily, for 1 or 2 or 3 years.  They are safe for now, but don’t know what will happen after that. 
	
	Asylum seekers waiting for an answer
	Immigration status = Leave to remain: temp or permanent
	Refused

	Work
	No
	Yes
	No

	Education
	Compulsory to 16+. 
	Compulsory to 16+. 
	Compulsory to 16.

	Housing
	Maybe, if ‘dispersed’ outside London
	As British people, no preference is given to refugees, shortage.
	None unless destitute and willing to leave the UK

	NHS
	Yes
	Yes
	Some

	Travel Rights
	In UK only, may need to report. Might be detained. 
	‘International’ refugee can travel, 

Others leave to remain some travel. 
	Travel only to return May be deported


I am part of a ‘refugee community’  I have lived here most or all of my life but the first people from my family and country to arrive came because of war and persecution, and lost almost everything.  Although I didn’t go through that, my family did and they are spread across the world and had to start again.  It affects my sense of who I am, where I belong and what matters.
